
The Holy Land and Rome Pilgrimage  
Duration: 15 Days
Dates: June 16 - June 30, 2020
Departure City: Newark, NJ
Hosted by: Fr. Peter Stravinskas and Fr. Nicholas Gregoris 
Trip Cost: $6,100
Single Supplement: Base Price + $1,285
Payment Due Date: March 16, 2020

For more information: https://www.biblical-journeys.com/upcoming-tours-1/0620stravinskas

411 Hackensack Ave, Suite 200
Hackensack, NJ 07601

Phone: (201) 627-0117
info@biblical-journeys.com

www.Biblical-Journeys.com

         FULL ITINERARY DETAILS  ON OUR WEBSITE

Father Nicholas Gregoris holds a doctorate in sacred 
theology and is the managing editor of The Catholic 
Response.  He is the author, translator or contributor to 
several books and articles.  Along with Father Stravinskas, 
he was a founder of the Priestly Society of St. John Henry 
Cardinal Newman.

Both priests have extensive experience in providing 
chaplain services for pilgrimages.

For More Information, Contact: 
Father Peter Stravinskas  

fstravinskas@hotmail.com
(215)-327-5754

Father Peter Stravinskas 

Father Peter Stravinskas holds doctorates in school 
administration and theology, serves as the editor of The 
Catholic Response and The Catholic Educator and is the 
president of the Catholic Education Foundation, in 
addition to being the author of many books and numerous 
articles.  

Father Nicholas Gregoris
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Day 1- TUE (16JUN)- Leave the USA to Tel Aviv

Day 2 – WED (17JUN): Arrive in Tel Aviv.
Arrive in Tel Aviv, and after being met by our local guide, we board our bus on our way to our hotel in Tel Aviv. Dinner and overnight 
in Tel Aviv.

Day 3 – THU (18JUN): Caesarea Maritima, Stella Maris, Nazareth, Cana of Galilee, Tiberias.
After a buffet breakfast, we start our day with a visit to Caesarea Maritima (entrance included) where we will see Roman and 
Byzantine ruins and consider the conversion of Cornelius, we will also consider the imprisonment of St. Paul here. After that we will 
visit Stella Maris and consider the contest miracles that the prophet Elijah had against the prophets of Baal. Our next stop will be 
Nazareth where we will visit the Church of the Annunciation where the Angel Announced the Birth of Jesus to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary. Next we will visit Cana of Galilee where Jesus performed His First Miracle of turning water to wine (couples will have the 
chance to renew their wedding vows). We continue to the Sea of Galilee to check into our hotel. Dinner and overnight in Tiberias.

Day 4 – FRI (19JUN): Mount of Beatitudes, Tabgha, St. Peter’s Primacy, Caperneum, Magdala, Boat Ride, Tiberias.
After a buffet breakfast, we start our day with a visit to the Mount of Beatitudes where the Lord taught the Sermon on the Mount. We 
will then visit Tabgha where the Church of the Multiplication of the Loaves and the Fish is. Then we will continue to St. Peter’s 
Primacy where The Lord appeared to the Disciples the third time after the Resurrection. Our next stop will be Capernaum (entrance 
included) which was the base of the Lord’s Galilean Ministry. Magdala (entrance included), the hometown of St. Mary Magdalene will 
be next where we will see the ruins of the synagogue that Jesus could have taught in and other ruins of the city. We will then end our 
day with a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee (included). Dinner and overnight in Tiberias.

Day 5 – SAT (20JUN): Mount Tabor, Jericho, Jordan River, Old Roman Road (St. George’s Monastery), Jerusalem.
After a buffet breakfast, we leave on route to Jerusalem. Our first stop will be Mount Tabor (taxi included) where Jesus was 
transfigured. We will then drive along the Jordan Valley road to Jericho (entrance to Tel Jericho included), one of the oldest cities in 
the world and where Jesus met Zacchaeus, we will also view the Mount of Temptation. We then will visit the Jordan River where St. 
John the Baptist was baptizing. Our next stop will be the Old Roman road that people took to go up to Jerusalem and view St. George’s 
monastery. We will then ascend to the Holy city of Jerusalem. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.

Day 6 – SUN (21JUN): St. Ann’s Church, pools of Bethesda, Upper Room, Dormition Abbey, En Karem, Israel Museum, Jerusalem.
After a buffet breakfast, we begin our day with a visit to the pools of Bethesda (entrance included) where Jesus healed the crippled 
man, and where the Blessed Virgin Mary was born (chance to sing a song in the church). We will then visit the Upper Room where 
Jesus had His Last Supper and where the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles. We then will visit the Dormition Abbey where the 
Blessed Virgin is remembered to be assumed into Heaven. We will continue to En Karem, the hometown of St. John the Baptist and 
the Church of the Visitation where the Blessed Virgin visited Her cousin St. Elizabeth. We will end the day with a visit to the Israel 
Museum (entrance included) where the Dead Sea Scrolls are on exhibit and where the Second Tempe Period model of Jerusalem is 
displayed. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.

Day 7 – MON (22JUN): Mount of Olives, Pater Noster, Dominus Flevit, Gethsemani, Shepherds Fields, Bethlehem, Jerusalem.
After a buffet breakfast, we start our day with a visit to the Mount Olives. We will begin at the Church of the Pater Noster (entrance 
included) where the Lord taught the Lord’s Prayer and where we will see the prayer on the wall in over 160 languages. We will then 
stop for an orientation of the Holy City from the top of the mountain before we descend on the Palm Sunday road to the Church of 
the Dominus Flevit where Jesus wept over Jerusalem. We will then continue walking on that road to the Garden of Gethsemani where 
Jesus was arrested (private time will be allowed in the garden). We will then visit Shepherds Fields where the angels announced the 
Birth of Jesus to the shepherds. The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem where the Lord was born will be the next place that we will 
visit. Time will be allowed to shop in Bethlehem. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.

Day 8 – TUE (23JUN): Bethany, Masada, Qumran, Dead Sea, Jerusalem.
After a buffet breakfast, we will visit Bethany (entrance to Lazarus Tomb included), the hometown of Lazarus and his sisters. We then 
will drive to Masada (entrance and cable car included), a UNESCO world heritage site and consider the standoff between the zealots 
and the Roman on top of that fortress that was built by King Herod the Great. We will then visit Qumran (entrance included) where 
the Dead Sea Scrolls where discovered by a Bedouin in 1947. We will end our day with a chance to float in the Dead Sea, the lowest 
spot on earth. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.

Day 9 – WED (24JUN): St. Peter in Galicantu, Via Dolorosa, Ecce Homo Convent, Church of the Holy Sepulcher, Jerusalem.
After a buffet breakfast, we begin our day with a visit to the Church of St. Peter in Galicantu (entrance included), the house of 
Caiaphas the High Priest where Jesus was taken after He was arrested at the Garden of Gethsemani and where St. Peter denied the 
Lord three times. We will then walk the Stations of the Cross and remember the suffering of the Lord, stopping at the Ecce Homo 
Convent (entrance included) where the Judgement Hall is located. We will continue to the Church of the Holy Sepulcher where 
Jesus was crucified, buried, and resurrected. The rest of the day will be for you to spend it as you please in the city of Jerusalem, 
suggestions will be made. Dinner and overnight in Jerusalem.

Day 10- THU (25JUN:  Leave out of Tel Aviv to Rome

Rome

DAY 10 -  (25JUN):  Arrival Upon arrival in Rome, we meet our tour manager after the baggage claim area . Transfer to San Paul 
Outside the walls, where we have some time at leisure for a light lunch, before a guided tour . We also celebrate our welcome mass.  
Continue to the hotel for dinner and overnight (D)

DAY 11- (26JUN): ROME – Imperial Rome  – Catacombs  After a good breakfast, we start our day with a guided tour of Imperial 
Rome, we will visit the Colosseum ( inside) and walk along the archeological park of the Emperors ‘ forums,the political and civil 
heart of ancient Rome , a stratification of streets, squares and buildings whose history, an archeological panorama unique 
worldwide. – Break for lunch. Regain our bus and drive along the Ancient Appian way to visit the Catacombs , where we also 
celebrate our daily mass
Our dinner tonight is a pizza and pasta dinner (BD)  

DAY12- (27JUN): ROME  Early morning transfer to San Peter’s Basilica to celebrate Mass in the grottos. 
Continue on a guided tour of the Vatican Museums ,which house what can be described as the most important collections of art in 
the world. Highlights include The Tapestry Gallery, The Raphael Rooms and The Sistine Chapel where we will gaze on 
Michelangelo’s incredible masterpiece. Break for lunch. Return to the hotel for resting time. In the afternoon, transfer  toTrastevere, 
to visit the Basilica of Santa Maria in Trastevere and to enjoy a dinner at a local “Trattoria”   Return to the  hotel for overnigh (BD) 

DAY 13 (28JUN): ROME: Basilicas of Rome After a good breakfast, we start our day  with the Major Basilicas. -The ceiling of the 
Basilica of St. Mary Major is said to be decorated with gold that Columbus brought back from the new world. This basilica, the 
largest in Rome dedicated to the Blessed Mother, is part of the day’s “Christian Rome” tour, and has beautiful Biblical mosaics, a 
marble floor, bell tower and one of the oldest shrines (containing a relic from the manger of the infant Jesus) dedicated to the 
Blessed Virgin. We will also visit the Basilica of St. John Lateran which is the oldest of the major basilicas and ranks first as the 
actual “parish church” of the Pope (Bishop of Rome). There we will learn about the Scala Santa (Holy Stairs). Tradition has it that 
these steps, said to be the staircase leading once to the praetorium of Pilate at Jerusalem, are sanctified by the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ during his Passion.  – Break for lunch, continue with the Holy Cross of Gerusalem, where   We celebrate Mass before 
returning to the hotel for dinner and overnight (BD) 

DAY 14 (29JUN): ROME: Baroque churches and squares.: ST PHILIP NERI- After a good breakfast,  we enjoy a guided walking 
tour starting from  Castel St Angelo and cross the bridge over the river, walking through the narrow medieval streets to reach  
Piazza Navona, and enjoy some free time for a fresh ice cream “tartufo” at “3 Scalini”  - Just around the cona, we can see the 
baroque church dedicated to  of St Luigi deiFrancesi to see three of the most important paintings of Caravaggio,  - Then we will visit 
the Church of Santa Maria in Vallicella. The interior of this church is a real Baroque joy. A small chapel houses the sacred remains 
of St Philip Neri,!  The people of Rome join the  “Seven Churches Visitation” – and old religious tradition that had been revived by 
Saint Philip Neri Reports of pilgrimages led by “the Apostle of Rome” had been spreading throughout Italy at “A lot of people came 
to the Seven Churches with Father [Saint Philip]… many musicians sang and played wind instruments… When people found out 
Philip was going to the Churches, everyone rushed there too… Psalms and hymns were constantly heard on the streets, and there 
was such joy it felt like Heaven” (according to the testimony of Domenico Giordano at Philip Neri’s canonization trial).
Time at leisure for shopping, before returning to the hotel for dinner and overning (BD)  

DAY 15 (30JUN): DEPARTURE – Check out and transfer to the airport for your flight back home.




